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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT & LETTER TO THE OFFICE 

Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.56, Applicant wishes to call the attention of the Office to 
the information identified herein, and in the attached PTO-1449 form(s), if any. Applicant 
requests that the Examiner consider the materials submitted herewith in the examination of this 
application. Applicant also requests that the information submitted here be made of record, and 
where appropriate, be included on the 'references cited' portion of any patent issuing from this 
application. 

The citation of this information does not, and is not intended to, constitute a waiver or 
admission of priority or that any cited item is available as a reference, alone or when combined, 
or is "prior art" under 35 U.S.C. §102 or 103, or a waiver of any right under applicable statutes, 
codes, rules, or otherwise. 

Statement regarding related co-pending applications: The Examiner's attention is drawn 
to the following related co-existing applications: 

1 . European Pat. Appln. No. PCT/EP2003/007798 filed June 26, 2003. 

2. European Pat. Appln. No. EP 02254680.8 filed July 3, 2002. 

3. European Pat. No. EP 1663809 issued October 15, 2008. 



The Examiner is reminded that the above applications, through the passage of time, one 
or more of the above may issue or may be further pursued in divisional, continuation, or 
continuation-in-part applications and that each co-pending application linked to this statement is 
also progressively asserted, and may be further pursued readily via the electronic record. 

Upon review of the above statements and enclosed information, it is believed that the 
Examiner will concur with Applicant's belief that the subject matter presently claimed is neither 
anticipated nor rendered obvious by these references. 

Further to the requirements for disclosure to the office under MPEP §609, a complete 
English-language translation of an appropriate portion is provided for each reference, and such 
submission is therefore sufficient to fulfill the requirement for a concise explanation (MPEP 
§609.04(111)). 

No fees are deemed necessary for the submission of this Information Disclosure 
Statement, as it is being filed before a first Office Action in this application. However, if any 
fees are necessary in connection with the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement, 
authorization is provided to access Deposit Account 10-0100 for this application. 
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